
A Community of Ministries, September 25, 2022

Baptism Information: 
Please contact 
Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 or 
email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com

Eucharist Celebrated: 
Saturday 4:00 PM   
Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 

Live-Streamed Mass is offered on our parish 
website each Sunday at 10:00 AM.

Weekday Masses: 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 8:00 AM
Tuesday 12:10 PM, and Thursday 5:30 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Confessions are heard inside the church 

2:30 PM—3:15 PM on Saturdays.

St. George Catholic Church
 

Parish Mission Statement
 

   We, the parish community of St George, 
celebrate the welcoming presence of Christ in 
our lives. Together with the universal Church, 
we are nourished and sustained through the 
Mystery of the Holy Eucharist, and  we are 
inspired by the proclamation of the Word, 

guided by the Holy Spirit. 
We continually seek to grow in a deeper 

understanding of our faith, to respect the sanctity 
of human life, and respond to what Jesus asks of 

us in our time by sharing our gifts and 
participating in parish activities 

and outreach to others.

  
  40 Brattle Street   Worcester, MA 01606
  Parish Office: 508-853-0183 Ext. 110
  www.saintgeorgesparish.org

  Parish Staff: It is our privilege to serve you. 

  Rev. Edward D. Niccolls, Pastor   Ext. 112
  Rev. Miguel A. Pagan, Assoc. Pastor Ext 117
  Deacon Paul T. Audette  Ext.113

  Annie Doyle, Pastoral Outreach   
  annie@saintgeorgesparish.org  Ext.111

  Patty LaBonte, Parish Admin Assistant 
  office@saintgeorgesparish.org  Ext.110
  Fax 508-854-0864

  Current Office Hours: 
  Monday—Thursday 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
  
  Online Giving: Kathy Hessel at:  
  mkhessel@aol.com

For information regarding Pastoral Care of the 
Sick, Marriage Preparation, Confirmation, and 
Ministry Involvement, we invite you to call the 
Parish Office.

Saint George Church - Worcester and Holden

September 25, 2022 - Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

mailto:st.geobaptism@gmail.com
mailto:annie@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:office@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:mkhessel@aol.com
www.saintgeorgesparish.org
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Saint George Church - Worcester & Holden 

September 25, 2022 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

  
 

   Pope Francis tells us, “The Church comes  
to us from the future because it points to our 
destiny; we do not see it coming because  

the clouds of the present leave us in a haze.” Another 
way of looking at what our Holy Father is saying comes 
from a sign in my office that says, “Obstacles are what 
you see when you take your eyes off your goal.” Our 
first reading from three weeks ago was a passage from 
a beautiful prayer which the author places on the lips  
of King Solomon.  In this passage, the king asks God 
the Creator to give him wisdom to rule with holiness 
and righteousness and to judge people fairly.  
   This Wisdom knows the works of God the Creator  
and was present when God made the world. It under-
stands what is pleasing and conformable with God’s 
commands. The king begs God, “Send her forth from 
your holy heavens and from your glorious throne dis-
patch her that she may be with me and work with me, 
that I may know what is pleasing to you.”(Wisdom 9:9-
10) The wise person simply lives with the conviction 
that, within every single circumstance, happening and 
encounter of their day, God’s Holy Spirit is straighten-
ing their path. This kind of thinking is forward-looking. 
Wise people know that the corruptible or perishable 
body is a high-maintenance organism whose constant 
needs and wants encumber the soul. It is with difficulty 
that people can figure out a few earthly matters, but 
they are incapable of understanding the heavenly  
ones. Often our concept of what is good and what is 
bad is misinformed. If we succeed or win at anything, 
we say, “This is great! Thank God!” If we fail at some-
thing or lose something or a test, or lose a dear friend, 
we say, “Why does God allow this to happen to me?” 
Most often, our perspective is very narrow and frag-
mented. When we try to analyze God’s will, we pluck 
apart his great plan of wanting to share eternity with us 
in heaven. In the concerns and worries of our life here 
on earth, everything can become impossible to under-
stand. Our shortsightedness easily leads us to panic. 
We bemoan the crises that the Church, the world and 
all of humankind may suffer, but God sees these crises 
much differently. In God’s wisdom God looks farther, 
wider and deeper and sees them as crises of growth. 
The Church, the world and humankind can be cleans-
ed and purified by the opposition they encounter. With 
wisdom, what can be tragic and dramatic to us can be 
very good in God’s eyes. To God it can seem peculiar 
that we find suffering to be so difficult rather than a  
way to mature. In the Gospel of that week, Jesus saw 
this when he told his disciples that anyone who would 
follow him would have to leave behind everyone and  
everything else and pick up their cross. The true mes-
sage of the cross is connected with a healthy concept 
of suffering. A lesson like this can show itself in nature 
when the old life must die so that new life can be born.  

 From Your Pastor                                

         

                      Stewardship Thought of the Week 
   The sin of the rich man in today’s parable was not 
that he was rich, but that he failed to share his wealth 
with the beggar at his gate.  He knew Lazarus, per-
haps walked by him every time he came in or out, but 
did nothing to relive his suffering.      
 

Is there a Lazarus in my life?     

 
What am I doing to help?  

In growing fruits and vegetables, if a flower were to 
insist on remaining a flower, it would never blossom 
into a fruit. Suffering cultivates us, and when we unite 
it to the cross of Christ it becomes salvation for us 
and for many. It can help us to see through the eyes 
of Jesus that God in his Church has given us a  
future – heaven!  Staying the course in this life means 
doing what Jesus did – carry the cross.  Carrying our 
crosses will help to eventually clear away the obsta-
cles that try to get in our way and help us to reach our 
goal of a future with God. This is what the wisdom of 
God teaches us through prayer, like the one in this 
reading from the Book of Wisdom as well as Jesus’ 
words to us in this Gospel.  

 

Planning One’s Funeral in the Catholic Church:  
 Later this month and into the early part of November, 
we will be offering a program called “Journeying from 
Death to Eternal Life – Planning for the Day when 
God Calls You Home.”  This three-week program – 
October 25th, November 1st and November 8th – will 
focus on: The Catechesis and Spirituality of Death 
and Eternal Life (October 25th), Funeral Planning 
with a Funeral Home Representative (November 1st)
and Planning your Funeral Liturgy With Your Parish 
Church (November 8th).  All of these presentations 
will be held on Tuesdays from 1:00-2:15 P.M. in the 
church hall. All are invited to attend.  These sessions 
will also be recorded on our website to replay at a 
later time if you cannot attend them in person. 
 

                       New Altar Server Appeal and Training:  

  We are looking for new altar servers especially  
among our younger families who have children in 
Grade 3 or older.  We would like to have at least two 
servers scheduled for each Mass, particularly at the 
4:00 P.M. Mass on Saturdays, so as to have sufficient 
coverage when a server may not be able to serve due 
to some unforeseen circumstance.  We are looking 
for any boy or girl who is in the 3rd Grade or older to  
consider becoming an altar server.  Training sessions 
will be held beginning on Sunday, October 2nd, at  
9:00 A.M. in the church.       
 

 Fr. Niccolls 
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Saturday, September 24, 2022
  4:00 PM 3rd Anniversary Mass for Dorothy Olen 
                 Requested by her son David Olen
Sunday, September 25, 2022
  8:00 AM In Memory of John and Sophie Feld
                 Requested by the Gentile Family        
10:00 AM Mass of Thanksgiving: Fr. Thiago Ibiapina
Monday, September 26, 2022 
   8:00 AM In Memory of Mario and Rose Pucci
Tuesday, September 27, 2022
   12:10 PM In Memory of John M. Bailey
                   Requested by Fr. Pagan
Wednesday, September 28,  2022
   8:00 AM In Memory of Colleen Donahue 
Thursday, September 29, 2022
   5:30 PM In Memory of John Balcome
Friday, September 30, 2022
   8:00 AM In Memory of Charlotte Daigle   
Saturday, October 1, 2022
   4:00 PM In Memory of Joseph and Virginia Sawicki 
         Requested by Deacon Paul and Marilyn Audette
Sunday, October 2, 2022
   8:00 AM In Memory of William P. Woods 
                  Requested by his Family 
   10:00 AM Anniversary Mass for Martin Forhan
                    Requested by his spouse Nancy Forhan

Coffee Shop Express
         Ministry of Hospitality

We Hope You’ll Join Us                    
for Coffee and Donuts following the 

8:00 AM and 10:00 AM               
                             Masses on Sunday Mornings. 

Thank You To Our Ministers of Coffee Shop 
Hospitality in September and October:                     

September 25- Fourth Sunday of the ODD month
                   Mark Cormier & Tom Pirani
October 2 - First Sunday of EVEN months
                   Bob Gray, Tom Ryan, and Team
October 9 - Columbus Weekend - No Coffee Shop                
October 16 - Third Sunday of the EVEN months
                 Brian Russo, Rich Matys & Mike Doherty
October 23 - Fourth Sunday of EVEN months
                Kevin Brown & St. George Youth Group            
October 30 - Fifth Sunday of the month
                      Dave Walsh and Team

Can you help on a Sunday morning? 
Call Annie Doyle at 508-450-4134 to join a team. 

~  Weekly Collection  ~ 
September 12, 2022  -  September 18, 2022

On Line Giving                      $ 2,377.00 
Ordinary Collection              $ 3,384.10
Total                                      $ 5,761.10

   Thank you very much for your generosity!

Bulletin Item Due Dates:           
                      Weekend of:    Due by:          
       October 2, 2022                 September 22, 2022
       October 9, 2022                 September 29, 2022
Please submit items by 10:00 AM on or before the due 
date.  E-mail our Parish Admin Assistant  Patty LaBonte 
at office@saintgeorgesparish.org  The best way to book or                         
reserve a Mass is to call our office and speak to Patty 
directly: 508-853-0183.

              St. John’s High School 
            Shrewsbury, MA
St. John’s Open House
    Saturday, September 24 at 9:30 AM and
    Tuesday, October 18 at 6:00 PM. 
    To learn more, visit: 
          stjohnshigh.org/admissions/open-house
Admissions Tests Grades 7 and 9
     Saturday, November 18 at 8:30 AM and 
     Saturday, December 10 at 8:30 AM.  
     To learn more, visit:
           stjohnshigh.org/admissions/admissions-tests
Pre-registration is required.  Please contact the 
Admissions Office at (508) 842-8934 ext. 266 or email 
us with questions at admissions@stjohnshigh.org

                                                                                                         Parishh Calendarr  

Saturday, September 24, 2022
8:00 PM AA Meeting Church Hall                                
Sunday, September 25, 2022  
10:00 AM Coffee Shop Express                Church Hall
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy      Church Hall                           
                 of the Word   
6:00-7:15 PM Religious Ed Gr 6-9          Parish Center
Monday, September 26, 2022 
4:30-5:30 PM Religious Ed Gr 1-5          Parish Center
Tuesday, September 27, 2022
4:30-5:30 PM Religious Ed Gr 1-5          Parish Center  
Wednesday, September 28, 2022
1:30-2:30 PM Gentle Yoga                        Church Hall 
Thursday, September 29, 2022
11:00 AM Faith Sharing Group                  Church Hall
6:00 PM Family Prayer Night                     Church
Friday, September 30, 2022
Saturday, October 1, 2022  
8:00 AM Rosary Group                                  Church 
9:00 AM Blessing of Animals          Church Parking Lot 
9:00 AM Youth Ministry     Church Parking Lot
8:00 PM AA Meeting                                 Church Hall

Masss Intentionss 

mailto:office@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:admissions@stjohnshigh.org
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         Family Prayer Night  
 at St. George Church 

 

Every Thursday at 6:00 PM   
 In the Church,     

  there is a gathering of people             
who pray for all families.                                             

The Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are prayed 
during this time. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
learn to pray the Rosary. Eucharistic Adoration is also 
a part of this wonderful time of prayer on the Thursday 
before the first Friday of each month.  
 

                   “Jesus, I trust in you!”  

Saint George Saturday Rosary Group  
 

You are invited to attend our once a month  
    Saturday morning Rosary Group.   

 

    First Saturday of every month.   
 Currently, we are meeting in the  

Church at 8:00 AM. 

October 1, 2022  
If interested you may contact  
Jim Hachey at 508-579-9623 

Help Prevent Family Homelessness 
 

Please buy “Hope for Housing Cards”  
after the 4:00 PM Mass on Saturday, and  

after the 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM Mass on Sunday. 
 See Dave and Sue Genereux in the  

Church Hall after EVERY Mass.  
If needed, contact them at 978-833-0306. 

                               

                                                                                   Eucharistic Adoration 
                        

                          The Thursday evening Eucharistic  
                       Exposition & Adoration will be held on: 
Thursday, October 6 from 6:00 until 7:00 PM and 
Friday, October 7  from the end of the 8:00 AM Mass  
       until 10:00 AM. 
 

If you are unable to join us in person, we invite you to 
visit our parish website to view the “Eucharistic  
Adoration” video on the homepage.   

Deacon Paul  Audette 
            James Martin Speaks to us through his  
                          “Essential Writings” 
 

   The election of Pope Francis in March 2013 set off 
an immediate media frenzy to determine the bio-
graphical details of the new pope: who Jorge Maria 
Bergoglio was, what he stood for, and from whence 
he had come. In these excerpts (Part II) from a James 
Martin essay that appeared in the March 23, 2013 
issue of The Tablet, he provides an introduction to 
some of the basic principles of Ignatian spirituality. 
“The Exercises mean more than just a reading of the 
gospels, or even observing the scenes…through the 
Exercises, one enters into a deeply personal relation-
ship with the person of Jesus…At the heart of the 
Ignatian Exercises is a desire to be freed from any-
thing that might keep one from following Christ…Now 
for some important Jesuit lingo: Jesuits are asked to 
be detached’ from anything that would prevent them 
from living a full and loving Christian life.  We are sup-
posed to be ‘indifferent,’ open toward anything, pre-
ferring, in Ignatius’ famous formulation, neither wealth 
nor poverty, health nor sickness, a long life or a short 
one…Finally, Jesuits are supposed to be disponible, 
a Spanish word meaning ‘available,’ ready enough to 
go wherever God, who works through our superiors, 
wishes.” 

  

         Prayer Before Mass                      
 

  O God, who manifest your almighty 
power above all by pardoning and 
showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your 
grace abundantly upon us and make 
those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the  
treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

Notice from the Diocesan  
Office of Healing and Prevention 

 

If you have been abused or victimized by someone 
representing the Catholic Church, please  believe in 
the possibility for hope and help and healing.  
 

We encourage you to come forward and speak out. 
The victim assistance coordinator for the Diocese of 
Worcester is Judith Audette at (508) 929-4363. 

Eucharist and Prayers for the Sick   

 Especially during these difficult times,               
 please call to let us know if a family member 
or neighbor is hospitalized, home bound or ill.   

Call Ann Doyle at 508-450-4134 
 

 We want to be with you in prayer and support.  
We can perhaps arrange a visit and possibly bring  

Eucharist. Remember that due to HIPAA regulations, 
unless you allow the hospital or health care institution 

to release information and list St. George’s as your 
religious affiliation, we are not informed that you are a 

patient.  Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 
 

October:  
 

Month of the 
Rosary  
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Religiouss Educationn  
“Growing Together in Faith”
Sarah Kelly, Administrator -   

508-852-1784               
Sarah.Kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org                                                                
Kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org

Religious Education 2022 -2023
We hope that everyone has been enjoying a wonderful 
summer with family and friends. As summer comes to 
an end, it is the time of year when we need to start 
thinking about the fall. Registration for the 2022-2023 
religious education year is open for students in all 
grades. We once again have online registration and 
all information and the link for the registration form 
can be found at the parish website:
   https://saintgeorgesparish.org/religiouseducation
Registration deadline was September 4, 2022. Please 
contact Sara Kelly if you still need to enroll.  You might 
be able to be added to classes that are not yet full. 
When and Where:
All information about specific meeting dates for each 
grade level can be found on the parish website. Stu-
dents in grades 1-5 meet on Mondays or Tuesdays 
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm starting the week of September 18 
through the end of April.  Students in grades 6-9 meet 
approximately twice a month on Sundays 6:00pm -
7:30pm from the week of September 18 through the 
end of April. Students preparing for confirmation begin
classes on October 16. The classes are approximately 
once a month on Sundays immediately following the 
10:00am Mass. Attendance at the Mass is required 
and there is also a service component. Confirmation 
takes place at the Cathedral of St. Paul in Worcester 
in May. The date is TBD.
Teachers Needed:
Our excellent religious education program cannot run 
successfully without the help of many volunteers. 
Please prayerfully consider sharing your time and talent 
with the students of our parish. No experience is re-
quired and all lesson plans and supplies are provided, 
as well as lots of support and guidance.  

If interested in helping: 
Grades 1-5 or with Confirmation, please email Sarah 
sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org. Grades 6-9, 
email kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org.

THE FAMILY CONNECTION
Lord teach me to listen for you in the many ways in 
which you speak. In the phone call from the tiresome 
neighbor, in the drudgery of housework that will need 
to be redone tomorrow, in the inane and materialistic 
television commercials, elections, disasters and 
deaths, in laughs, nonsense and joy.

GRANDPARENTS:  All interested grandparents are 
asked to pray for the safety and well-being of their 
grandchildren. Prayers are available by sending a 
long self addressed stamped envelope to Ruth Viens, 
20 Mary Scano Drive, Apt. 223, Worcester MA 
01605. As meetings resume in the parish it is hoped 
that the eight year monthly Grandparent Group will 
again be available. 
         Contact Ruth at: ruthviens@charter.net

or 508-852-5658 for more information.                   
Grandparents make memories 

that the heart holds forever.

       
Sunday, September 25th:   
     Mandatory First Class 6:00 - 7:15 PM
Saturday, October 1st:
      Blessing of the Animals and Outing 9:00 AM      

      Church Parking Lot  
Open to grades 7-12 

Please contact: Kevin Browne at:
kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org

Baptisms in the Church Family
   If you, a family member, or friend is interested in 

receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, 
we invite you to contact us today: 

Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 or 
email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com

mailto:Sarah.Kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:Kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:ruthviens@charter.net
mailto:kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:st.geobaptism@gmail.com
https://saintgeorgesparish.org/religiouseducation
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A Community of Ministries 

St. George  
Parish Outreach 

Ann Doyle 508-450-4134                        
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org 

Food Donations Needed. 
Please help! 

 

To request a weekly reminder and links to weekly 
sales ads, please contact Dave at: 

                  DavewithFDT@gmail.com 
 

Special needs this September are: 
Cans of Tuna Fish, Mac and Cheese, 
and Jelly ($1.25 at the Dollar Store) 

 
Healthy snacks for children coming home 

from school are a real treat! 
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to bring food 
donations to keep our 3 food pantries going! Items 

can be left in the Outreach Collection Area inside the 
parking lot door at the basement level of the church - 

just outside of the church hall. 

IHN ( In the Hour of  Need) Family Shelter  
 

Join us at 91 June Street on the: 
     second and fourth Tuesday of any month  

   to lend a hand with cleaning, yard work,  
painting or other household chores.  

For more information contact Sheri at 
slinn@ihnworcester.org or call (508)755-2212 

 

Want to begin planning and shopping early  
for folks who would otherwise do without?  

  

Food Drive Items: typically items needed are  
turkey stuffing mix, cans of gravy, corn bread mix,  
small canned hams, cream of mushroom soup, cans  
of green beans and cans of vegetables. 
  

Giving Tree Items: we know items needed are men’s 
zip up hooded sweatshirts, men’s sweat pants, and 
children’s gifts. Also, small blankets, shower gel and 
body lotion. 
 

 Our thanks to Ann Lauring who has generously  
agreed to contact the agencies that we have  

assisted in the past.  
  

As we become aware of more specific needs we will 
include them here and of course on our “Giving Tree”. 

Save the Dates for  
Holiday Outreach 2022    

  

November 5 & 6  This weekend is our 
Thanksgiving Food Drive for non-perishable 
food items. Sturdy recyclable bags with handles 
are an added gift. Items can be left in the Out-
reach Collection area after Mass.    

                                   See suggestions items listed below: 
 

During the month of November donations to help 
purchase Turkeys for families at Our Lady of 
Providence are needed.  Please label your  

      donation envelope “For Turkeys” - Mail checks to: 
      Parish Office or add to Collection Basket at Mass. 
  

November 12 &13 – This weekend the Giving 
Tree Tags will be available on the “Giving Tree” 
in our church. 

  

November 18 - Mustard Seed Meal for 120 
guests. Please call Annie to help prepare the 
meal. Donations towards the cost of the meal are 
needed. Each meal costs $5.   

  

November 26 & 27- Christmas Food Drive is 
this weekend. 

  

December 3 & 4 - Giving Tree Gift Returns due.           

          (More details will be included here each week) 

Afghan Refugee Family News:  
 

Donations of gently used raincoats for children 
sizes 4 to 12 would be greatly appreciated. Chil-
dren’s waterproof boots would also be put to 
good use. 

 

At the Mustard Seed :  
 

As the weather is getting cooler, SPECIAL 
NEEDS are for small portable blankets and 
men’s sweatpants size Large and X-Large.  
Once again there are homeless folks who sleep 
out in wooded areas or walk the streets of 
Worcester all night long.  

mailto:annie@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:DavewithFDT@gmail.com
mailto:slinn@ihnworcester.org
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Prayer to Saint Michael 
the Archangel

   St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. Be our 
defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the Devil.  May 
God rebuke him, we humbly 
pray, and do thou, O Prince of 

the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into 
hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the 
world seeking the ruin of souls.    Amen.

Our Parish Vision: To welcome all, build connections to Christ 

and one another, and  livee ourr faithh as true disciples of Jesus.

Spiritual Growth Ministry Corner  
Ministry Leader: Bonnie Moran      

Saintgeorgespiritual growth@gmail.com

              Update on Statues
  Restoration and painting of Jesus and 
Mary statues is progressing nicely. 
Jesus is about a 25% done and Mary is 
over 50% done.  Holly Rieth-Gamache 
is hoping to have them done by late October.   

   Blessing of the Animals
        

  A Blessing and Treat for Your 
Pet Refreshments for their 
Adult and Child Humans

Saturday, October 1, 2022
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM

St. George Roman Catholic Church Parking Lot
40 Brattle Street - Worcester MA

Bring your pet, a picture of a pet or even your 
Favorite Stuffed Animal. Dogs must be leashed or 

crated. For the safety of all animals, a crate is
    strongly recommended.

For More Information:
JoAnn or Andrea (508) 853-0183
emmaus.stgeorge@gmail.com

            Faith Sharing Groups                     
    WEDNESDAY Faith Sharing Group 
    will meet now meet the SECOND
    MONDAY of the month.  Next meeting:
           October 10th, 7:00 PM 
        in Parish Center Room 107

            FRIDAY Faith Sharing Group will resume 
            in late October.  Specific details will follow. 
Contact JoAnn Nally 508-527-6973 with any questions. 

   In preparation for the Synod which will take place in 
October, 2023 Pope Francis called for world-wide 
input concerning the Catholic Church. Included for 
discussion were questions also impacting our local 
churches and information requested by the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 
And so, here at St. George Parish those adults wish-
ing to express their ideas responded to the invitation 
to gather at one of the three sessions being offered. 
Young people participated as well in a somewhat 
different format.
   The following are some of the thoughts expressed 
concerning the consultation process. Some were 
surprised to be asked for input. The opportunity as 
laity to be part of the consultative process seemed to 
be non-existent or rare. Other participants had no 
idea of the consultative process maintaining that our 
Catholic Church operated on a “top-down” process. 
Some because of participation on various committees 
on the parish/diocesan levels were more familiar with 
the consultation process. Some noted that the Pas-
toral Council here St. George Parish is a consultative 
process. The idea was also expressed that we hear 
nothing from the Pastoral Council here. Connection 
as a parish with the Diocesan Pastoral Council needs 
to be strengthened. This connection could be im-
proved both by using the media already in place as 
well as other available technological avenues. Some 
questioned the presence of laity on Diocesan Boards. 
It was a concern that if laity were not heard within the 
consultative processes the trust level suffers and 
people may leave the church. We also heard that 
clergy and the Bishop can seem disconnected from 
the laity thus impeding the discussion and openness 
the synodal process implies. Suggestions for improv-
ing the consultative process were also offered by 
participants. 
  Evidence exists here at St. George Parish that 
some of these ideas are being considered and 
implemented. In the interest of transparency we 
would hope that the actual decisions about the laity’s 
insights will also be made with the discernment and 
collaboration of laity, clergy and diocesan commit-
tees /boards. Determining together the manner in 
which these ideas are implemented is a goal well 
worth pursuing as we reach out to those in our 
community.

mailto:growth@gmail.com
mailto:emmaus.stgeorge@gmail.com
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HOLDEN
508-829-4333

www.sunnysideford.com
Richard Mansfield, Ricky Mansfield

Funeral Directors

1158 Main Street, Holden
508-829-4434

100 Worcester Road, Sterling
978-422-0100

Advanced Funeral Planning 
www.milesfuneralhome.com

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

Flower Planting & 
Headstone Cleaning

508 - 939 - 1338
amy@honoredmemorygravecare.com

www.honoredmemorygravecare.com

Professional Grave Care Providers

65 Water St. Fl 2 Worcester, MA
1-888-292-1809 (Toll Free) Intake Dept • www.centuryhomecare.com

• Skilled Nursing • Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy • Speech Therapy 
• HHA’s • Licensed Social Worker

We Accept Most 
Insurances including 

Medicare & Mass Health

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 401-9893

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-866-615-0296
Dental50Plus.com/pilots

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available 
in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: 
B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship 
of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or 
email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your FAITH 
ON A JOURNEY

k
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Mass is included with all of our tours!

C h li CC i d TC l hid Th AA

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines 
of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 

Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe 
• Pilgrimage to Lourdes • Scottish Highlands 

• Camino, a walking journey for the soul

mailto:amy@honoredmemorygravecare.com
mailto:amy@honoredmemorygravecare.com
mailto:Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
mailto:Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.sunnysideford.com
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